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of " "“gllord 4 him all the opportunities fora
Bt liberal edueation; but he was a lit-

l{;a berratic at the period, devoting him- r
. sometimes with great diligence to |
studics, and sometimes utterly ne-
o ting them. Yet he was always fond |
3E
to book may lhave lain unopened, he |
{0 B8 s:ill occupied, and most frequently,
with history, fiction or general literature.
ts 48 be read for amusement and not in}-
g EOvcment, fiction engaged much «.sf Lis
, ge. In the sixteenth year of his age
i | was sent to William and Mary Col-
e Atfirst he applied himself with
A i luity, and advanced with great ra-
) gity. He was cspecially suceessful in
ld' gomctry, for which he manifested
" gmmch fondness and a decided talent.
Bhe first examination wus passed by
’: y with distingnished credit.
a8 o But soon he relaxed in  his studious
v, - @bits, and was finally suspended from
l he institution for continued neglect to
fhe duties of his class.
" E His father being now dead, he was
ie i by an casy guardian to the indal-
30 e of his own tastes and disposition.
ill returned home to a kind step-mother,
ng- @Bhout any definite object in view, or
es @y dctermination of what should be his
¢ Eurc career in l‘ife. But war hfld now
il'? pn declared with Great Britain, and
4 he first muster at which he was en-
' ed, having reached the military age
S icighteen, enlisted in a volunteer com-
lly y, and soon after cntered on active
U vice. He marched with the first re-
ed ient called out from Virginia in the
o-7 - Mwu of Norfulk, and served as a private
il o Augast, 1812, to Feb. 1813. ' e
jen returncd home, and was permitted
8 Lis guardian to take possession of
' B g cstate.  In the division of his fath-
$ ’s land he had received, as his share,
S ¢ farm ecalled Coggin’s Point, situated
he | R the County of Prinee George, and on
18, x he waters of the James Ri.ver, and now
é e lebrated throughout this state from
.~ Whe cxiraordinary improvements made
(. bcre by Mr. Ruffin. e entercd with
SR dustry and enthusiasm into the practi-
5 8 _ business of agriculture. Yet he did
3+ ot suffor this ocecupation to monopolize
\l! Bhis attention, for before the end of the
s, W car he was mariied.
o [l A‘grim‘ilturc in V.irgini;; had then
= cached its lowest point of depression.
'nder the exhausting system of culti-
» wation, which had prevailed from the
ad irst settlement—a system which was
ol | ruly a systematic destruction of the
ed ountry—adopted in the first imstance
Sy cmigrants, in order to obtain the lar-
ot et inmediate profit, and who were ut-
2) % arly regardless of its mltimate effects,
k. F bl continued by their descendants,
ko % Wvicn the same cause which had induced
9 Rt had ceased to exist, the land, for the

Ost part, no Jonger paid the expenscs
Ot cultivation. Asa patient who has

dilapidated fortunes, made their melan-
choly way to the wilds of the West.,
Many a ficld which had deseeunded from

| generation to generation of the same

stock, for long years, and which had of-
fered to suceessive heirs green pro.-s-!

mtellectual Purb—uits’ and t]l-‘JU;_{h hLis :PCL‘IS and rich llill“.’(‘f-it:i, now thillly clad - this

in broom-straw and the tiny hen grass,

In this state of things, the subject Df;
our sketch entered on Lhis carcer asa
furmer. e was totally inexperienced,
and had no knowledge, cither theoreti-
cal or practical, of Lis business. DBut

men of this period in Virginia. Il
gave himself up with enthusiasm to his
pursuit, labored most industriously, yet
labored in the dark, and, of ecourse, of-|
ten went astray; sometimes in pursuit

another. He saw clearly that the pre-|
vailing systems and practices of culture |

were wrong, and wandered’ from expe- |

was true. Often mistaken in views a-

dopted «a priori,” he soon tested them |
by earcful experiment and rigid indue-
tion. Many investigations, thus pur-
sued for a series of years by one whose
logical power equalled his industry, nat-'
urally and inevitably led to great re-
sults. «Labor vineit omnia,” says the
Mantuan farmer.

]
was given up to the encroaching forest. |

.ncer the vestibule of the

in this he differed but little from older | was meditating on the last remedy for

might restors the soil to its original
productiveness, but no more.  To muke
an improvement beyond this point, some
change must be made in its mineral
constituenta.

But at that period little was known in
country of the science of agricul-
ture. The investigation of its chemis-
try had just commenced in England by
Sir H. Davy, who had entered as a pio-
geience, and
‘raised his torch to dispel the dense
‘darkness which had thus far enveloped
| the whole subject.  While Mr. Ruffin

sterile lunds,—removal to the West—
he received a copy of «“Davy’s Agrieul-
tural Chemistry,” which had been just
published in this country. e read it!
with poculiar interest, theugh not ac-

of one ¢ignis fatuus,” and sometimes of quainted with chemistry. It was obvi-{mer self, as the healthy and robust man

ous that, at least, the true philosophical |
mode of examining questions of agricul-
ture had been reached. Iu the perusal|

riment to experiment to discover what of this author, there was one statement | his discovery. Broom-straw (;mdropa.!

which appeared to afford some impu.:
As an illustration of the chemical de-|
feets of land and their remedies, he ad-|
duces an example a a soil of good appa-!
rent texturc which was sent him from |
Lincolnshire by Sir Joseph Banks, as
remarkable for sterility. Upon analyz-
ing it, he found it contained sulphate of
'iron, the copperas of the shops; and he

erop, which suceceded, was still moare. | each check a large size heap of mould
This success on a small arca was follow-| and litter, gathered with hilling hoes
ed by extensive applications of marl| from piney old field, giving to cach acre
each year; and each application testifi-d| 104 heaps—these heaps were regularly
to the trath of his theory. The acidity | spread, and the land ploghed with a
of the soil was ueutralized, the acid pines' two horse plough, running from 7 to 8
disappeared, the land improved from inchesdeep, laid off and planted in corn
year to year. The lime afforded fosd | —from which I gathered in November,
to the plants, medicine to the soil, and’ Jive barrels per acre, giving an increase
gave permanence to the manures. The! of two bairels per acre, and from said 20
retentive capacity which had been infer-|acres I reaped 10 bushels of excellent.
ed from the fact that the most fertile| wheat, a good deal of which I dispo:-scd.'
and durable soils knowa were highly 'of for seed, giving an inercase of five!
caleareous, was manifested by the marl- bushels per acre. Clover was seceded
ed land, more and more clearly ecach!with the wheat, but killed by the

succceding year. Mother earth changed : drought. The above applications of
her face and changed her eonstitation, mould and litter were all on land pre-
under the healing influcnces of this sal-' viously marled. In the application I}
utary medicament, and now prcscntod}mu now making, no lime or marl has
an appearance as different from her for- ever heen applied.—The question with
me 18,—will the benefit from such an
application be equal on unlimed land to
that derived from limed or marled soiks?
Mould is a general name for finely di-
vided earthy substance that forms the
gon) and poverty grass (aristida gl‘ucil-‘surf:zce-s';il of land, in” which all kinds
is)gave place to luxuriaut clover, and a of vegetables strike rootand thrive; and

poor, thin and stunted vegetation dis- experiments go to prove, that plants do

appeared from the now smiling land-, assimilate humus as direct nourishment.

seapes. Dana in his Prize Issay, remarks:—
«Mould contains a part of the carbon,

cxygen and hydrogen—or, if you like
the terms better,—mould of soil con-

{rom the lingering and heectic victim of
consumption. Verdant ficlds andabun-.
dant harvests were the monumonts of .-

(Bemainder in owr next.)

Mould and Litter.

& F

ext suppose it took 240 days
work at 81 per day, *

N
240,00
40,00
Now call the ashes worth 14
cents per bushel, ' 504,06

Nett gain, 264,06

The foregoing estimate for labor is
quite too high, as this work may be
doune in the winter scason when the days
are short, and little clse can be done to
advantage. _

This plan of sccuring ashes has been
successfully practiced by several gentle-
men in Edgecombe, and has been found
to pay well, as ashes contain all the fer-
tilizing propertics that are required by
growing plants. And another impor-
tant advantage is, they have no stages of

. decomposition to pass through, conse-
‘quently are certain in their effects, and
‘enter upon their office at once.

offered the obvious remedy of top-dress-

The estate of Coggin’s Poiut was, at \ .
with lime, which converted the poison-

that time, extremely poor, the larger

part not averaging more than ten bush-
els of corn per acre, nor more than six
bushels of wheat, on the better half of
the land. Bordering it, on the river,
was a tide-marsh of 300 aecres, covercd
by water when the tide was up, but left
frece when the tide was low. One of
the first of Mr. Ruffin’s experiments was

most favorably situated, as he believed,

small section, and bringing it into good
culture. It produced three very large
crops of corn, then three others, less and
less in quantity, when the vegetable
soil had so rotted away, that the level
of the land was now too low for cultiva-
tion, and it was abandoned to its former
element. Such has been the fato of
every cffort of a similar kind on soils of
a similar character.

About the year 1813, Col. John Tay-
lor, of Caroline, published his «Arator.”
It was received with enthusiastic eclat.
There was a general belief that he had
discovered the great secret df improving
Virginia soils, and many anxious farm-
ers now rejoiced, as the tempest-tossed
sailor on the first sight of land aftera
perilous voyage. Here was presented a
cure for their misfortunes; they might
remain in their old homesteads and re-
triecve their shattered fortunes. The

to reclaim this part of the marsh. He,
limited his efforts to about 32 acres, the .

to ensure success. After five long years’
cxertions, he succeeded in  draining this |

ous substance into a manure,

It occurred to Mr. Ruffin that the
g)ils of his section might be like the spe-
cimen of Sir Josecph Banks. They

were of ¢good apparent textare,” and |

they were sterile, and they always had
been so.
permanent improvement. Might not
the same poisonous substance exist in
He immediately applied a
-proper test, but it disclosed no sulphate
of iron. This supposition, then, must

'them ?

7o the Elitor of the American Farmer.

Dear Sir:—We are, in truth, in the
midst of one of the coldest seasons ever
experienced in this section. The carth
is completely locked wup, and the pro-
gress of the plow, for the time being,
stopped; agriculturists, consequently,

Putrescent manure made no! tions on the farm that can be forwarded

—such as hauling rails, collecting ma-
terials for manufacturing manures, car-
rying out marl, swamp mud, (previous-
ly heaped) and last, though not least,
mould from the forest. The forwarding

'be abandoned. But might not some
 other substance, equally deleterious, ex-

of these operations add to the improve-
ment and fertility of our farms. Ihave

sists of the water, coal and salts of thcI
- plants—mould is truly manure.” «The:
 soil is the carth on which plants grow— '

In the icular of ashes, I know not
 that Edgecombe has” any competitor in
| this part of the State,. if elsewhere.—

will be backward, yet there are opera-|

ist? Might there mnot be some acid? been engaged with hands and teams in
He was induced to present this question hauling litter and mould (previously
to himself, and to incline to believe the collected in heaps in the forest with
affirmative from several circumstances. ' hilling hoes,) on land intended for corn,

'the mould is the manure of that soil.” |
In Thaers «“Arinciples of Agricul-|
ture,” he remarks:—¢«Humus is more or
less a constituent part of the soil. The'
fertility of the land depends entirely'
| upon its presence, for, if we except wa-
ter, it is to this substance alone in the
soil that plants owe their nutriment.”
Humus is the product of living matter,
and the source of it. It affords food fo
orgenization; without it nothing natural
could have life—at least the most per-
fect animals eould not exist; and, there-
fore, death and desiruction rre necessary
and aceessory to the reproduction of ani-
mal and vegetable life.”

Voigt, in his supplement to the re-
scarches of Saussure, justly observes:—

He says :
«These were, first, that certain plants
known to contain acid, as sheep sorrel
the rumex acetorus) and pine, prefered
these soils, and indeed were almost con-
fined to them, and grew there with lux-
uriance and vigor, proportioned to the
unfitness of the land for prodeing culti-
vated crops. Second: That ofall the

amined by chemical tests, not one con-
tained any carbonate of lime. Third:
That the small proportion of my land,
and of all within the range of my obser-
vation, which was shelly, and of course
caleareous, was entirely free from pine

soils supposed to be acid, which I ex-

land sorrel, and moreover was as remar- ‘

this year, whieh is deposited in heaps,
'5 by 6 yards. It is my purpose to cov-
'er about one-half of my corn shift with
‘this mould and litter, if the season will
‘admit of it, as I have nearly a sufficient
‘collected to accomplish this. The re-
'maining half I propose to manure liber-
‘ally broadeast, with stable, hog-pen,
barn yard and compost manures.
In regard to this mould and litter, I
' am informed that I am ¢robbing Peter
to pay Paul;” I answer, that I never
‘expect to cultivate this land—the remo-
ving of the mould and litter, will, for

«that vegetable would is vegetable mat-
ters partly decomposed, but not com-
pletely disorganized. Itisa vast per-
vading plant—without = organization,
while itself bears and nourishes other
plants, as a tree affords nutriment to all
its branches and shoots. This vegeta-

ies, and it may again be transformed in-
to others of the same, or ofa similar na-
ture: humus contains less oxygen, but
more carbon and nitrogen than the veg-

etables from which it ig derived.”

ble mould is composed of vegetable bod- |ty

Indeed,I know of mno section of the
State where so much interest is mani-
fested in collecting material for making
and in liberally applying manures, as iu
Edgecombe.
I was told that a hand had picked
six hundred and forty pounds of cotton
per day, and that five hundred pounds
was no uncommon day’s work. I have
but little knowledge of cotton raising,
but understand that this would be con-
sidered great picking in the best south~
ern cotton growing State. .

~ Another gentleman told me he hag
raised 3127 pounds of seed cotton on 3
single acre, and 20 barrels, 2 bushe)s, 2
quarts and 1 pint of corn upon 2 noth.cp
single acre. There is mo y,ystery in
this large yield. It was ¥ result of
heavy manuring, proper piowing, &o.
If oge acre can be mad- to nee S0 a«
bundantly, why may nst many? And
would it not be a m:tter of economy to
get twenty barre’s per acre instead of
going over 20, acres to get that quant-

I have heard much of Edgeiﬂrz})g el:
Edgecombe, out much more ou o
and I fear '_g’rou will pever have 2 correeh
nts

u !
for were I to write 8

Your ob’dt. servant,
Tros. E. BLOUNT.

| Snssex Co. Va. dag. 24, 1832,

'the time being, check the growth of
timber thereon, yet I defy any onein
five years, on the czamination of this

nlj have connnels

lhalf shect, I sbould
¢




